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Bartlett Park Block
Gets A Makeover
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NAACP Chief Urges
Blacks To Support
Gay Marriage

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

L-R Faye McElroy, Yvette Feazell, Deborah Scanlan,
Helen Houston and Linda Tompkins of NHS.

Mayor Bill Foster

Paris’ aunt Shenita Williams

Bettie Hayes gives flowers to Cynthia Macon.

Only 39 percent of blacks favor gay marriage,
compared with 47 percent of white Americans.

BY BRIAN WITTE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

BALTI M O RE (AP) —
NAACP President Benjamin
Jealous said Monday he hopes
the civil rights organization’s
resolution supporting samesex marriage will encourage
blacks to support marriage
equality as a civil right if the
question is put to voters on the
ballot in Maryland or other
states.
The NAACP’s resolution
was significant, as only 39
percent of blacks favor gay
marriage, compared with 47
percent of white Americans,
a c c o rding to a Pe w poll
conducted in April.

Much of the opposition
stems from churches, which
have long been important
institutions in t h e b l ack
community.
“I hope this will be a
game-changer,” Jealous told
The Associated Press in an
interview. “There is a game
being played right now to
enshrine discrimination into
state constitutions across the
country, and if we can change
that game and help ensure that
our country’s more recent
tradition of using federal and
state constitutions to expand
rights continues, we will be
very proud of our work.”

NAACP
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BY HOLLY KESTENIS
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG — It’s
been three years since 8-yearold Paris Whitehead-Hamilton
was fatally shot in her Bartlett
Park home.
T h i s s o m b er ev en t t h at
gave birth to the Paris Project.
Today, her memory lives on
inspiring yet another initiative
— The Paris Project Corridor
Improvement Program.
A crowd gathers near

BY HOLLY KESTENIS
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

Bartlett Park ready to work.
Gloves, rakes, paint, and various
other supplies lay dormant
waiting for hands to grab hold
and put them to use.
Before the rehabilitation
t a k e s p l a c e h o w e v e r, S t .
Petersburg Mayor Bill Foster
steps up to the podium and pays
tribute to the young girl whose
life was so swiftly taken away.
Her memory kept alive through
the new city initiative to restore
and beautify local neighborhoods.
“The community came

together in the name of this
beautiful young lady and
literally rehabbed entire blocks
at a time,” Mayor Foster
explained of the aftereffects of
the shooting three years ago. “I
thought at that moment that this
was something I wanted to
duplicate throughout the areas of
greatest need.”
Although Paris’ home, as
well as others in the neighborhood, were repaired and updated
in an effort to help the
community get back on its feet,
other homeowners in the area

are still suffering.
“This Corridor Improvement
Project is very important
because we have areas in the city
of St. Petersburg with great
need. It’s the challenge of my
administration to focus on these
areas and bring in city services
so that we can get closer to
achieving seamlessness,” Mayor
Foster explains.
But the city can’t do it alone.
Countless community organiza-

MAKEOVER

continued on pg. 6

Social Skills For Girls
Encourage Empowerment

ST. PETERSBURG – South
St. Pete empowers local women
to take back their community.
Young girls along with their
older counterparts sat back and
enjoyed an afternoon of entertainment and deep conversation.
The Mothers of Civilization’s
First Annual Tea Social plays
host to women throughout the
community in an attempt to
empower all generations to take
a stand.
Sponsored by Sista2Sista
and Muhammad Mosque #95,
the tea social which took place
at the Royal Theater Midtown,
was a hit among attendees,
focusing on recognizing and
promoting the inner beauty and

strength within each other.
Emphasis was placed on young
ladies striving for success by
choosing positive behavior.
“One reason we wanted to
do this is because it just seems
like the older generation has
shied away from really communicating and leading our
children to being the prosperous
young ladies they should be,”
explains Tameca MaddoxWilliams, one of the event’s
organizers.
Williams calls for a slowing
down of society in order to get
back to simpler times and a
more refined lifestyle. “We live
in such a fast world. Everything
is instant now for our teenagers
and young girls. We don’t want
to take away from technology
and our advancement, but we
want to keep those same charac-

The Mothers of Civilization

teristics and those same
morals,” she adds.
And the afternoon did just
that. All participants dressed
in their Sunday best while
becoming educated in the fine
art of tea drinking as well as the

history behind it. Poetry, dance,
and singing were also incorporated into the event with women

GIRLS

continued on pg. 4
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Community Spotlight
By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Henry ‘Hank’ Ashwood, Jr.
Composer, Career Musician, Inventor, Military Veteran
Imagine doing the very thing you enjoy
the most and getting paid for it. Hard to
imagine? Well, let me introduce Henry
“Hank” Ashwood, Jr.
Instrumental music is, and has been, the
love of his life for as far back as fifth grade.
Ashwood credits his father, who also
enjoyed playing the saxophone, for getting
him interested. He listened and mimicked
his dad whenever he heard him play.
Mr. Robert Harris gave the lessons he
needed in fifth grade, and Rev. Alvin Miller
gave him and his friends a place to practice
and the opportunity to play at community
events. “We had some very good experiences in our community band. My memories
are all good,” Ashwood recalled.
In high school, Ashwood continued to
play the trumpet and the saxophone in the
marching, concert, and jazz bands. There
were other interests by the time he got to
Sixteenth Street Junior High School, such as
track.
According to Ashwood, “I was shorter
than everyone else, but I was so much faster.
I received numerous medals for track.” At
Lakewood High School, he ran track and
cleared many high hurdles. He graduated
from Lakewood in 1975.
Following
graduation,
Ashwood
attended the Military School of Music in
Norfolk, Va. He was stationed at the
Norfolk Amphibious Naval Base, a location
for training the musicians from the Army,
Navy, and the Marines for the Military
Band.
The six months training program, at
eight to ten hours per day, was equivalent to
two years of college training. It was very
intense.
In 1978, Ashwood was stationed in the
Panama Canal Zone and his job was to play
in the military band. His next assignment
was in Berlin, Germany, where he traveled
to East Germany for sightseeing and
shopping. Before the wall came down,
Americans could go back and forth, but the
residents could not leave the area.
In 1991, Ashwood left the military to
attend Kansas State University for music
education. He transferred to the University
of South Florida to complete his studies in
jazz.
After graduating in 1996, he joined the
National Guard and was stationed in the
Neutral Zone, bordered by Iraq, Kuwait, and
Saudi Arabia.
It was his experiences on this particular
military assignment that provided the inspiration for SSgt. Ashwood’s first CD. Titled
“Neutral Zone,” each song has a different

2005 Buick
Rendezvous CSL
White
90,840 miles

story about the people and events that
affected him during the time he served in
Desert Storm.
He has also written music in tribute to
th e ch i l d ren k i l l ed i n t h e Ok l ah o m a
bombings. “I write, arrange, and compose
like the ‘Big Boys’ do — all styles and all
types,” said Ashwood.
Ashwood is especially proud of his
recent work. He has developed a creative
music and listening program for pre-school
students. “They listen, play with different
music types, learn about different instruments, and move with different rhythms,” he
commented.
Starling’s Daycare and five other centers
have been involved. Ashwood was recently
invited to participate in a conference to share
information and exchange ideas with other
program developers in an effort to promote
more children’s music activities.
Although he is known all over the area
for the fabulous tunes he coaxes out of that
saxophone, Ashwood is just as devoted to
his inventions. So far, he has two that are
patented and in use.
these
inventions
are
Naturally,
designed to provide safety and comfort to
m u s i ci an s an d t h ei r i n s t ru m en t s .
As h wo o d ’s i n s t ru m en t warm er fo r
windblown instruments features a formula
that uses NASA technology.
When he is not playing his saxophone or
working as an Independent Associate
Director for Legal Shield, he enjoys fishing.
Ashwood is the son of Rosena Ashwood
and the late Henry Ashwood, Sr. He is the
brother of three sisters and the father of two
daughters.
You can hear him play at Ruby’s Elixir
on 3rd St. N., or Chattaway’s located on 4th
St. S. For more information, please check
out his website at www.henryashwood.com.
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Preschoolers Graduate
With Honors

BY HOLLY KESTENIS
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. P E T E R S B U R G –
Tw e n t y - e i g h t a d o r a b l e
preschoolers complete with
graduation gowns, caps, and
tassels celebrate three years of
success and hard work.
Will the 2012 graduating
class please stand up! And lead
us in reciting the Pledge of
Allegiance … in Spanish!
Smiles abound from parents,
teachers, and students as
members of the Kidz World Preschool graduating class show off
their knowledge of math,
reading, and yes – a foreign
language.
The afternoon was a
showcase of academic talent as
members of the 2011-2012
graduating class expertly
showed off what three years of
early learning has given them.
Kidz World teacher, Jo
Anne Schneider, holds the
microphone for a graduate who
expertly recites words from a
classroom textbook, while she
later guides a pair of students to
solve simple math problems in
front of a crowded room of
relatives and friends. “It’s
Amazing,” expresses Kidz
World cofounder Arthurene
Williams.
Graduating students
received the red carpet
treatment, along with a medal
inscribed with their names, a
picture plaque, and a goody bag.
Students who completed
reading calendars all year earned
a free book and a McDonald’s
gift certificate.
Founded eleven years ago
by Williams and her late
husband, Pinellas County
School Board member Lew
Williams, Kidz World, located at
50 50th St. S., has become a ray
of sunshine for parents wishing
to get a jumpstart on education
for their children.
“We realized that education
starts in the beginning,”
Williams explains, “and that
kindergarteners are so far behind
the students who get an early
start, that they have a difficult
time catching up.”
Although preschool is
currently available in a limited
capacity through the public
school system and at other
private centers throughout the
county, Williams stresses that
not all early education is the
same.
“Parents need to understand
this is a school, not a daycare.
There is a difference.”
What is the difference?
Preschool is no longer about

NAACP

continued from front page

Jealous spoke about the
resolution, which was
approved by the organization’s
board of directors on Saturday,
at the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored
People headquarters in
Baltimore. The resolution was
approved about two weeks
after President Obama
announced his support for gay
marriage.
Jealous appeared with
Roslyn Brock, who chairs the
NAACP board of directors,
and three other board
members, Bishop William
Graves of Memphis,
Tennessee, Richard Womack

Arthurene Williams poses with former students

2012 graduating class

ABC’s and 123’s, but about
simple math concepts, reading,
and yes, even learning other
languages.
Williams and her staff know
it’s about experiences and
exposing children to as much as
possible in the early years as
well.
“I believe in exposure. The
younger you get them, the easier
it is. Kids are like sponges and
will soak up what you teach
them. ”
To guide families along the
right track, Kidz World children
are transported to the public
library once a month where they
participate in literacy, reading,
and story time activities. They
also receive a library card and
check out books. Spanish curriculum is taught to children as
young as two and continues
throughout the preschool years.
In the current state of high
stakes testing among elementary
students, many children head off
to kindergarten unprepared
starting their education up to
three years behind their
preschool counterparts.
“When they get in kindergarten parents don’t realize they
aren’t where they need to be
with the assessments,” Williams
stresses.
But just as a sponge dries up
if it goes too long without water,
Williams warns if not properly
attended to, the knowledge the
children acquire during their
preschool years may be lost if
the exposure isn’t consistent.
“We encourage parents to
not let it slide. The kids need to
keep it up.”

of Washington and Donald
Cash of Columbia.
Struggling to speak,
Jealous recalled how his white
father and black mother confronted marriage laws that
forced them to marry in
Washington, D.C., in 1966
because interracial marriage
was illegal in Maryland and
his mother’s hometown of
Baltimore until 1967.
He noted that the civil
r i g h t s o rg a n i z a t i o n h a s
opposed laws barring gay
marriage in the past. “What
has changed is that this is the
first time that we have made a
full statement on marriage
equality that goes beyond the
circumstances of any one
proposed law or any one
state,” Jealous said.

Arthurene Williams, owner
of Kidz World

Another secret to the
success of Kidz World students
is the teachers. With an
extremely dedicated staff,
Williams brags about her
school’s low turnover with
many teachers having worked
there since its inception.
“We have a really good
program and it is all because of
the teachers that our kids are as
successful as they are,”
Williams says.
“The
stability makes the difference.”
Although about half of this
year’s graduating class started
together as one year olds, most
children begin the program
around two years of age and
remain until they’re old enough
to attend Kindergarten.
“Elementary School is not
the foundation anymore. You
can’t say I can’t teach them this;
I can’t teach them that. This is
the foundation. This is what you
have to build on. The children
enjoy it and they pick it up,”
Williams finished.
Brock emphasized that the
resolution focused on
marriage equality in the eyes
of government, not religion.
“As the nation’s leading
and oldest civil rights organization, it is not our role, nor
our intent, to express how any
place of worship should act in
its own house,” Brock said.
Same-sex marriage is legal
in six states and the District of
Columbia, but 31 states have
passed amendments to ban it
in their constitutions.
Maryland lawmakers passed a
same-sex marriage measure
this year. However, it does not
take effect until January, and
opponents are working to
petition the law to the ballot
for voters to decide in
November.
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LET’S TALK LAW
BY JACQLYN F. BRYANT, ESQ.
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER

Summer Tips

Memorial Day weekend is ahead; school is
almost out, and most colleges have already
begun their summer sessions. This means summertime activities will soon be in full swing.
Wave runners, jet skis, or water scooters are
very popular on our gulf beaches this time of
year. While watersport activities are on the rise
with the temperature, so are the related accidents
and legal problems.
I’ve stressed it once before, but it is
important to know what Florida law requires
when it comes to certain activities, being
unaware of the law will not work in your favor.
For example, the state of Florida classifies
watercrafts to be dangerous instrumentalities,
and any operator of a these types of watercrafts
must exercise the highest degree of care when
operating these vessels in order to prevent
injuring someone else. See Florida Statutes, sec.
327.32.
If you accidently injure someone while
operating some type of watercraft vessel, the
person that will be held responsible is you, and
not the person who loaned or rented it to you.
It is also important to know:

1) It is illegal for anyone under the age of 14
to operate a watercraft.
2) You must wear a flotation device (i.e. a
life jacket).
3) You must attach the engine cut-off rope to
your clothing.
4) You cannot operate watercraft after sunset
or before sunrise. See Florida Statutes,
sec. 327.39.
Failure to obey any of these laws could result
in a second degree misdemeanor; which could
result in jail time.
The outcome of watercraft related accidents
can sometimes be serious injuries or death. Also,
if you are not careful on the water, you could find
yourself on the wrong side of the law.
As always, it is important to contact a
qualified attorney if you have questions concerning your rights as it relates to watercrafts. Just
remember to put safety first, and be careful not to
harm others.
If you would like to know more about this
topic; have questions; or just want to say hello;
please email me at Jacqlyn.Esq@gmail.com. I
would love to hear from you!

Gibbs Junior College Alumni
Plan 55th Anniversary
Celebration

Gibbs Junior College Alumni

ST. PETERSBURG — It
has been 55 years since Gibbs
Junior College (GJC) was
established to provide postsecondary education opportunities for African American
students.
The institution accommodated students from several
c o u n t i e s ; h o w e v e r, t h e
heaviest concentrations of
students were from Pinellas,
Hillsborough, Manatee, and
Sarasota. Other counties such
as Polk, Pasco, and Hernando
also provided a significant
number of students.
The President of the
college, Dr. John W. Rembert,
was also the Principal of Gibbs
High School. The faculty and
staff were well educated with
at least masters’ degrees.
Several also had doctorate credentials.
This well staffed accredited institution provided a wide
variety of freshman and

sophomore courses at college
and university levels. This
allowed smooth transfer of its
graduates into the upper-level
courses of universities
throughout the country.
According to Alumni
Association President, Mr. Bill
McCloud, the National Alumni
Association has provided a
large number of scholarships
to African American students
enrolled at St. Petersburg
College (SPC). He further
indicated that it is the intention
of the organization to maintain
this level of support long into
the future.
T h e 5 5 t h An n i v e r s a r y
Celebration will take place at
four locations in Pinellas
County. The Registration and
Welcome Reception will be
held May 25, at the Hilton
St . P e t e r s b u rg B a y f r o n t ,
beginning at 4:30 p.m.
The Golf Tournament will
start 7 a.m., May 26 at the

Innisbrook Resort and Golf
Club, 36750 U.S. 19 North,
Palm Harbor
The banquet will take
place at 6 p.m., May 26 at the
Hilton Bayfront. The Master of
Ceremony will be Retired
G e n e r a l L l o y d W. “ F i g ”
Newton, Thunderbird Pilot;
and the Keynote Speaker will
be Retired Major General Titus
C. Hall of the Tuskegee
Airmen.
Th e S u n d a y Wo r s h i p
Service starts 10 a.m., May 27
at the Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
925 20th St. S., St Petersburg.
The closing activities will
be held 3 p.m., May 27 at the
Sanderlin Family Center
located at 2335 22nd Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg.
For more information,
please contact Ms. Josephine
Smith at 727-866-6067 or Ms
Kim Jackson at 813-987-9083.

GIRLS

continued from front page

of different ages showcasing
their talents. Their words and
actions aimed at inspiring
attendees to raise their
personal expectations for
themselves and others in their
lives.
Keynote speaker, Tivica
Muhammad spoke on the
value of the female and the
hardships that women face in
society and the black
community.
“We have stopped valuing
the simple things in life as far
as being sisters, being mothers,
being friends,” she expressed,
“and have taken to lusting after
m o n e y, s e x , a n d m a t e r i a l
things. Mostly we are a group
without personal guidance.”
Muhammad shared her
own personal struggles with
unplanned parenthood and
spoke about rape, molestation,
and violence that rip apart the
black community and society
as a whole. Muhammad
encouraged women, young
and old, to demand respect for
their bodies and to see their
own self-worth and potential.
“What matters is that you
and I are going to take a stand
and pledge no more,” she
urged, “We have to be able to
come together and accept new
ways of thinking so we can be
relieved of the pain, the
burden, and the stresses that
weigh us down as women.”
The intense conversation

Praise Mime Ministry

continued shifting to education
and the high dropout rate
among Pinellas County’s black
youth. Muhammad articulated
the need for families to take
charge of their children’s
education, enforcing positive
behavior and high educational
standards at home.
“We are losing our future.
We need to learn different
character skills so that we can
have the necessary fortitude to
raise our children.”
Future gatherings are
planned for Pinellas County in
a n e ff o r t t o a t t a c k t h e
community’s problems handson. The Mothers of
Civilization hope to give
guidance to residents wanting
to change their present situations and the organization

h o p e s t h e c o m m u n i t y ’s
women will begin to acknowledge their own self-worth.
“The pain and suffering
that we have been throughthere is a way out. We are a
reflection of one another. We
have to be able to come
together and open up so that
we can be introduced to new
ways of thinking,” says
Muhammad.
S h e u rg e s w o m e n t o
recognize their duty and to
come together to bridge the
gap between generations in an
effort to increase communication and reintroduce the art of
dialogue.
“It doesn’t matter what we
did yesterday. It matters what
we’re going to do today.”
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Born Eagles: Preparing To Take Flight

ST. PETERSBURG – Over
100 of Pinellas County Schools’
African American male students
attended the first African
American Male Summit, “Born
Eagles: Transformers in the
Making,” back in March.
They participated in a frank
discussion about the state of
affairs concerning the graduation
rate of young African American
male students.
Keynote Speaker for the
summit was bestselling author
and national lecturer Dr. Jawanza
Kunjufu, African American
Images, Inc. He tackles subjects
such as helping communities
find solutions to help African
American male students
succeed.
Dr. Kunjufu spoke candidly
about the crisis we are facing
with a national dropout rate of 53
percent for black and Hispanic
male students.
As a result of the summit,

organized under the direction of
Dr. Valerie Brimm, director of
Office of Strategic Partnerships
at the district, the Born Eagles are
preparing to take flight.
Seventeen workshops are
being held this week and next,
one at each of the district’s high
schools. They wi l l b eg i n
assisting African American male
students in establishing their
school’s African American Youth
Leadership Council.
These councils will
empower high school African
American male students to
become leaders in creating a
change of culture at their school
for the well being of all students.
Projected outcomes include
improved family and community
engagement; improved student
behavior, academic performance, and school culture; also, an
improved teacher / student
engagement.
These Leadership Councils

Courtesy of

Tarpon Springs High School Born Eagles

will assist students with setting
clear academic and social goals.
They will also provide a support
infrastructure to empower youth
to achieve their aspirations. As
these leaders are helping themselves, they in turn will be
helping underclassmen by
becoming a Peer-to-Peer Mentor.
The students will participate
in school governance and leadership, assist with developing
student support resource models,
develop and deploy training

programs, support local school
and district led initiatives all
while researching, evaluating
and reporting.
The dark clouds of low graduation rates will begin to fade
away as the district’s Born
Eagles prepare to take flight.
These students are setting their
course, seeking out assistance,
and bringing their mentee along
for student success, both academically and socially.

Nacuya Lewis: One Of St. Pete’s Finest

S T. PETERSBUR G —
Nacuya A. Lewis began her high
school career at Lakewood High
School, in St. Petersburg, where
sh e was a pr oud stude nt
in the Center for Advance
Technologies Program.
At the end of her sophomore
year, Nacuya was given the
opportunity to apply for the
Early College Program at St.
Petersburg College. Gratefully,
she was accepted into this prestigious program. May 8, Nacuya
received her associates of arts
degree in addition to her High
School diploma.
Nacuya is a current member
o f Mt. Zion Pr o gre ssive
M.B. Church One-80 Teen
Leadership, the National Honor
S o c i ety, Ebony Sc hola rs
Academic Club, Doorways
Scholarship Program, Lakewood
High School’s Senior Class
Secretary, Delta G.E.M.S., and a
member of the student government at St Petersburg College
and Lakewood High School.
N a cuya has completed
numerous community service
hours with organizations such as
U n i t e d Wa y, M t . Z i o n
Progressive M.B. Church,
Lakewood High School
National Honor Society, St.
Petersburg College, Happy
Worker’s Day Care Center,
Delta G.E.M.S (sponsored by
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority) and

Girls Inc. of Pinellas. She has
completed over 247 hours of
community service.
Not just putting in
community service time to pad a
college application, Nacuya selflessly gave up birthday presents
to charity. “A month ago I had a
mission to give back to the
community,” she said. “So for
my 18th birthday in lieu of gifts I
asked everyone to donate items
for the children and family
membe rs of t h e R o n al d
McDonald House.”
She was able to collect over
200 items! “ T h an k y o u t o
everyone who made this project
successful with your donations,”
Nacuya remarked.
Along with maintaining her
grades, completing community
service projects and being a
member of several community
programs, Nacuya has also
maintained employment with
T.J. Maxx for over a year.
Although, balancing school
and work can become hectic at
times, she has found that it has
molded her to become a well
rounded and responsible student.
In June, Nacu y a wi l l
continue her education as a
junior at the University of
Florida. There she will pursue
her master’s degree in Public
Relations.
Congratulations from The
Weekly Challenger, and good

and living in Fort Bliss.
They have been married for
eight years and are blessed with
three children. Four-year-old
Zyon is a boy that every parent
dreams of having; five-year-old
Zya, and seven-year-old
Zykirah, are the apples of their
parents’ eyes.
Both Jeffrey and Kimberly
graduated from college this year.
Jeffrey graduated magna cum
laude with a bachelor’s degree
from Texas A&M University.
Kimberly graduated from
Central Texas College with her
associate’s arts degree.
As proud parents of Jeffrey,
we both feel he has become
more than just a great soldier. He
is a strong family leader, which
couldn’t have happened without
his lovely wife and children.
From your loving parents,
thank you both for making us
proud.

Thursday, May 24 - City of Gulfport 2012 Hurricane
Seminar, 7 p.m., Catherine Hickman Theater located at
5501 27th Ave. S.
Saturday, June 2 - FREE HOPE Expo 2012. HOPE
(Homeownership for People Everywhere) Expo will be held
at Raymond James Financial Center, 880 Carillon Parkway
Tower 4, in St. Petersburg, from 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. The Expo
features First Time Homebuyer workshops in English and in
Spanish, and over 25 housing industry related exhibitors.
Attendees will receive a certificate of completion required
by some lenders’ down payment and closing costs assistance programs. Registration required. For more info got to
www.hopeexpo.org or call 461-0618 ext 3.
Saturday, June 2 – Join us for a journaling support group
for caregivers, Noon – 1:30 p.m. Writing a personal journal
can be a powerful tool for sorting out thoughts and
feelings, coping with daily changes and gaining a greater
intimate understanding of your journey through care
giving. The workshop is FREE, but space is limited. RSVP
727-467-9464. Workshop takes place at Pacifica Senior
Living Belleair, located at 620 Belleair Road, Clearwater.
Ongoing - Enroll now! Summer Peace Camp at Happy
Workers Learning Center, Inc. 920 19th St S, St. Petersburg.
Call 727 894 5337. Starts June 11 for 10 weeks. 6:30 a.m. –
5 p.m. daily. Free T shirt! Fun planned activities indoors and
outdoors to encourage health, education, the arts, recreation and tenacity of spirit! Breakfast, lunch and afternoon
snack daily. CCC accepted. Free slots for 23 children if
parents are eligible and meet financial criteria.

left to right) Nadia S. Lewis (sister), Raymond H. Lewis Jr.
(father), Kathie Lewis (mother), Raymond H. Lewis III

Ongoing - Can you spare just two hours a week to help a
senior in need? Neighborly Care Network needs volunteer
drivers to help deliver Meals on Wheels to the frail and
homebound. For more information about volunteer opportunities, please call 727-573-9444, ext 291

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Nacuya Lewis accepts diploma

luck in all your endeavors.
Look for Nacuya’s graduation party pictures in the next
edition.
If you would like your grad-

uation party pictures published,
please submit them with a brief
description of the party to
editor@theweeklychallenger.com.

Congratulations
Jeffrey And Kimberly Thompson

S T. P E T E R S B U R G Jeffrey Thompson Jr., son of
J e ffrey Thom ps on S r. and
Frederkia Mills, attended Dixie
Hollins High School (home of
the Rebels) and graduated with
the class of 2000. During his
high school career he played
football and was in the ROTC
program.
A f ter Thom ps on’s high
school experience, he enlisted in
the army, and completed his
basic training in Kentucky. He
was then assigned to Fort Bliss
in El Paso, Texas, and quickly
went from sergeant to 2nd lieutenant.
Thompson has also achieved
numerous awards, metals and
plaques in power lifting, which
he finds very enjoyable.
T h r ough G od’s Grac e,
Thompson met his beautiful
wife Kimberly K. Smith of Pine
Bluff, Ark. She was also enlisted

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

Jeffrey and Kimberly Thompson

Zya

Zykirah

Zyon

Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Military Retirees

Lt. Col. Madge Sanders Cooks
& Capt. Charlene R. Sanders
BY EMMA CAVIN
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER

S T. P E T E R S B U R G Lieutenant Colonel Madge
Sanders Cooks and Captain
Charlene R. Sanders are sisters
in a family of seven siblings,
four sisters and three brothers.
All of them were known for
their intellectual abilities as they
were growing up, but these
sisters took things a few steps
further as they demonstrated
leadership abilities within the
halls of knowledge and through
their chosen branches of the
military.
The family lived in the
Melrose area and attended area
schools. At graduation, Capt.
Sanders led her Gibbs High
class as Valedictorian and Lt.
Col Cooks held the title of salutatorian of her class at Boca
Ciega High School with a
number of college credits on her
transcripts.
Capt. Sanders was the first
of the sisters to go into the
military. Following her graduation from the University of
South Florida with a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Social and
Behavioral Sciences, Sanders
enlisted in the Air Force and
went to San Antonio, Texas for
Basic Training.
Her first duty station was in
the Philippines. After a year and
a half, she was commissioned as
a 2nd Lt. and sent to Eglund
AFB in Louisiana.
Next,
she
went
to
Vandenberg AFB in California,
then overseas to Heff-Olendorf
Air Station in Germany.
Her last overseas assignment was at Lakenheath AFB in
England, where she earned the
rank of Captain. Within the
U.S., she spent time at a base in
Great Falls, Mont.
After her retirement in 1993
from Tinker AFB in Oklahoma,
she returned to Florida and
worked for a while with the
Juvenile Justice System and the
Department of Labor as an
employment counselor.
In 1998, Sanders began a
special ministry. “When I was
recovering from cancer, the
Lord revealed to me that ‘everything is in the house.’ That is
where I got the inspiration to
begin
‘In
the
House
Ministries.’”

Captain
Charlene R. Sanders

“We have a women’s Bible
study, we feed the hungry by
collecting and passing out food
every Tuesday, and we provide
clothing. Also, another church
sister and I tutor students.
Fifteen of the students from our
program have gone to college
and achieved success. And it is
all planned and carried out ‘In
the House,’” Sanders explained.
Sanders is a member of
Greater Mt. Zion A.M.E.
Church and the mother of one
daughter, Eleanor.
Sanders’ sister, Madge
Sanders Cooks, is also a veteran
of the United States Army.
Following her graduation from
Boca Ciega High School in
1975, she enrolled in Mercer
University as the first step in
preparing to go to Baylor
University for a degree in
medicine.
After studying at Mercer,
however, Cooks completed a
degree in pharmacy at Florida A
& M University, accepted a
commission as first lieutenant in
the Army in 1982, and went to
Ft. Bragg, N.C. for training.
Cooks followed up that
training with more training in
Fort Sam Houston in Texas,
then to Ft. Gordon, Ala., Walter
Reed Hospital in Washington,
D.C., Ft. Campbell, Ky., and Ft.
Benning, Ga.
Over the years, Cooks rose
from staff pharmacist to Chief
of Pharmacy. She also served as
Chief
of
Outpatient
Pharmaceuticals while at Ft.
Stewart, Ga.
It is obvious that she made
good decisions, for her
expertise in pharmacy has

Lieutenant Colonel
Madge Sanders Cooks

brought prestige and honor to
all projects that she has
overseen, in her Army and
civilian endeavors.
Her position and rank
placed her in the position of
training others and filling in
spots for individuals at major
hospitals when those individuals were pulled out for positions
overseas or there was otherwise
a critical need.
In
her
position
as
Healthcare Administrator at Ft.
Gordon, Cooks also served as
the General’s Aide for a period
of time. She taught a Basic Life
Support course, controlled
budget, equipment, training of
civic and enlisted personnel
(including doctors), and held
the
position
of
Interim
Company Commander.
She retired from service
after 27 faithful years.
Today, Cooks works three to
four days each week. “This
keeps my mind working and
gives me time to enjoy my
children and my sisters and
brothers.
I can also attend
church more frequently and
enjoy my sorority and club
activities,” she commented.
Cooks is the mother of one
son and one daughter. She is a
member of the Florida Society
of Hospital Pharmacies, Florida
Pharmacy Association, FAMU
Alumni Association, Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, FAST,
and a board member of the
Sickle Cell Anemia Association.
Also a member of Greater
Mt. Zion A.M.E.Church, Cooks
says that her motto is “God’s
Grace is sufficient and with
God, all is possible.”

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
BY JON WILSON
SPECIALTO THE
CHALLENGER

(This is another in a series of
articles about African American
history in St. Petersburg.)
Elder Jordan Sr. was born
into slavery, became a successful
entrepreneur in north Florida,
and at the turn of the 19th century
moved his family to St.
Petersburg – where he became
one of the small, frontier town’s
most influential pioneers.
Before Jordan died in 1936,
he led a drive to build a school
for African Americans, built residences in the Twenty-Second
Street S neighborhood, and
donated land for what became
the Jordan Park housing development. He was the first chairman
of the board of trustees for black
schools in St. Petersburg, and
which
Jordan
Elementary,
opened in 1925, is named for
him.
Interest is renewed in Jordan
and other important figures in the
community because of the
African American Heritage
Project. Initiated by Mayor Bill
Foster, the project’s purpose is to
identify significant people,
places and events in the African
American community, commemorating them with plaques, a
brochure and a web site.
Early
city
directories
sometimes referred to Jordan as a
“fruit peddler.” At first, he did
sell produce, making door-todoor deliveries in a horse-drawn
wagon. He also operated a livery

MAKEOVER

continued from front page
tions and volunteers are always
needed to make such initiatives
work, and the Paris Project
Corridor Improvement
Program is no exception.
From the Parks and
Recreation Department, to
Sanitation, Water Resources,
Code Enforcement, and
housing organizations, each is
playing a vital role in the effort
to create change throughout
this small community.
Faye McElroy works with
the Neighborhood Home
Solutions (NHS) organization
which has partnered with the
city.
“We have folks that are
struggling to maintain their
homes and that’s one of the
main reasons we’re here. It’s
one of our main functions right
now,” McElroy says.
The city is also stepping up
to assist with code violations,

stable. But he soon became
involved in other ventures.
“I never knew my grandfather to have a job. He was more
of a real estate man. He brought
property and sold it,’’ said granddaughter Henrietta Causey in an
interview several years ago.
After getting started in St.
Petersburg about 1904, Jordan
began buying tax deeds,
sometimes borrowing money
from white people who respected
him as an independent entrepreneur with great integrity. In a
turnabout, Jordan loaned money
to the city government during
hard times after the stock market
crash of 1929, old-timers recall.
Jordan was the patriarch of a
hard-working, intriguing family
who helped create a town within
a town along Twenty-Second
Street and beyond. He or his sons
built rooming houses and the
structure that eventually became
the Manhattan Casino. They
established a bus line and created
a beach for African Americans.
A tall man who liked to dress
in black and sometimes wore a
cowboy hat, Jordan married a
Cherokee Indian woman during
the mid-1880s in Rosewood, the
Levy County town that became

notorious in 1923 when whites
massacred blacks and burned
most of the settlement.
Jordan’s wife was Mary
Frances Strobles, who at more
than six feet was taller than her
husband.
“She was an Indian . . . a real
Indian,” Causey said. “I can
remember plaiting her hair.”
Family lore says the Jordans
had a family farm in near
Gainesville. Census records say
Jordan owned a home and
worked as a butcher. After
running afoul of white vigilantes,
the Jordans packed everything
they owned into a wagon and
came to St. Petersburg.
During the 1920s, the city
became a Ku Klux Klan stronghold, and Causey recalled Klan
marches. “It was frightening,”
she said. “But our family never
had to be bothered with that,
because our grandfather was a
man who taught us not to fear.”
Anyone with information,
articles or photos about
historic people, places or
events in St. Petersburg can
email Kimberley Hinder at
Kimberly.hinder@st.pete.org,
or call the author of this article
at 727-488-3382.

upgrades, and fixing homes in
the area. Emergency repairs,
painting of home’s exteriors,
and minor property improvements such as sidewalk repair
and landscaping are part of the
changes this neighborhood will
see over the next few months.
“The work that will be
done is substantial rehabilitation to homes,” Director of
Housing and Community
Development Joshua Johnson
says. “When it’s completed it
will look like any other area in
the city.”
Bettie Hayes, Bartlett Park
Neighborhood Association
President, thinks the Paris
Project Corridor Improvement
Program will be a success.
“This used to be a clean area.
Now there’s litter everywhere,”
she confides as she walks the
street passing out flowers in an
effort to ramp up membership
in the neighborhood association. They meet for an hour
every second Thursday. “We

are small and need more to get
involved. It’s about making a
difference,” she says.
Shenita Williams, Paris’
aunt, also was in attendance
and took a few moments to
speak to the crowd and thank
everyone for remembering the
beauty Paris inspired.
“I would like to thank the
city and the mayor for adopting
Paris Project for the community
in a positive way and I’m glad
that her name can help other
families to build and repair
their homes. My family is very
honored and appreciative.”
Mayor Foster is excited to
see the community come
together and provide needed
services to help beautify and
restore the homes along 15th
Ave. S.
“It has a ripple effect,” he
states, “it’s going to ripple
through the community and
people will regain pride in
where they live.”
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ENTERTAINMENT
Disco Queen Donna Summer
Endured After Era Faded

BY MESFIN FEKADU
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Like the King of Pop or the
Queen of Soul, Donna
Summer was bestowed a title
fitting of musical royalty —
the Queen of Disco.
Ye t u n l i k e M i c h a e l
Jackson or Aretha Franklin, it
was a designation she wasn’t
comfortable embracing.
“I grew up on rock n’ roll,’’
Summer once said when
explaining her reluctance to
claim the title.
Indeed, as disco boomed
then crashed in a single decade
in the 1970s, Summer, the
beautiful voice and face of the
genre with pulsating hits like
“I Feel Love,’’ “Love to Love
You Baby’’ and “Last Dance,’’
would continue to make hits
incorporating the rock roots
she so loved.
Yet it was with her disco
anthems that she would have
the most impact in music, and
it’s how she was remembered
last Thursday as news spread
of her death at age 63.
Summer died of cancer last
Thursday morning in Naples
s a i d her publicist B ria n
Edwards. Her family released
a statement saying they “are at

peace celebrating her extraordinary life and her continued
legacy.’’
Luminaries from Aretha
Franklin to Dolly Parton and
Barbra Streisand mourned the
loss, as did President Barack
Obama, who said he and
Michelle were saddened to
hear of the passing of the fivetime Grammy winner.
Summer’s music gave
voice to not only a musical revolution, but a cultural one — a
time when sex, race, fashion
and drugs were being explored
and exploited with freedom
like never before in the United
States.
She won a Grammy for
best rock vocal performance
for “Hot Stuff,’’ a fiery guitarbased song that represented her
shift from disco to more rockbased sounds, and created
another kind of anthem with
“She Works Hard for the
Money,’’ this time for women’s
rights.
Elton Joh n s ai d i n a
statement that Summer was
more than the Queen of Disco.
“Her records sound as
good today as they ever did.
That she has n ev er b een
inducted into the Rock `n’ Roll
Hall of Fame is a total disgrace

Jazz On The High Seas - 2012

Donna Summer

especially when I see the
second-rate talent that has been
inducted,’’ he said. “She is a
great friend to me and to the
Elton John AIDS Foundation
and I will miss her greatly.’’
Summer later became a
born-again Christian and was
accused of making anti-gay
comments in relation to the
AIDS epidemic — a particular
problem for a woman who was
an d rem ai n s a g ay i co n .
Summer denied making the
comments, but became the
target of a boycott.
Summer is survived by her
husband, Bruce Sudano, and
three daughters, Brooklyn,
Mimi and Amanda.

Chuck Brown, Pioneer
Of ‘Go-Go’ Funk Music, Dies

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Chuck Brown, who styled a
unique mix of funk, soul and
Latin party sounds to create gogo music in the nation’s capital,
has died after suffering from
pneumonia. He was 75.
Brown, widely acclaimed as
the “Godfather of go-go” for his
pioneering sound, died last
Wednesday at Johns Hopkins
University Hospital in Baltimore.
Hospital spokesman Gary
Stephenson confirmed Brown
had died after a hospital stay that
began April 18.
Thanks to Brown and his
deep, gravelly voice, go-go
music was uniquely identified
with Washington. That’s where
he continued to play the city’s
club circuit to a loyal audience
late in life.
In 2007 Brown told The
Associated Press that go-go was
influenced by sounds and fast
beats he heard early in life,
growing up in North Carolina
and Virginia, combined with his
experience later, playing with a
Latin band.
“Go-go is a music that

Chuck Brown

continues on and on, and it’s a
call and response communication with the audience,” Brown
said.
Go-go was heavy on percussion with drummers as lead
players, accented by guitar riffs,
keyboards and horns. Sometimes
the musicians would play for two
or three hours without stopping.
In between tunes, Brown would
keep the thunk of percussion
going and talk to the crowd.
Brown’s hit “Bustin’ Loose”
with his grou p , t h e S o u l
Searchers, helped define go-go’s
sound. It spent several weeks
atop the R&B chart in 1979.

Rapper Nelly later sampled
Brown’s “Bustin’Loose” in 2002
for his massive hit “Hot in
Herre,” which won Nelly a
Grammy.
In 2007, rapper Eve sampled
Brown’s song, “Blow Your
Whistle,” in her hit single
“Tambourine.”
B ro wn t o l d t h e AP he
admired such artists.
“Go-Go had some influence
on rap because a lot of rap
musicians come to my shows,”
he said. “Some of them were
students at Howard University.
People like Puff Daddy, he’s
been to see us when he was a
young Howard University
student.”
More recently, he said he
had seen more grandparents at
his shows, with an audience
ranging in age from 18 to 60.
In 2005, he was named a
National Heritage Fellow by the
National Endowment for the
Arts.
Washington was always his
most loyal fan base, Brown told
the AP, and he was happy to play
here the rest of his life.

A few months ago, I announced in this jazz
column and by an email blast that the Jazz Club
of Sarasota would be promoting its annual “Jazz
on the Water” cruise in May of this year.
As announced, Sunday, May 6, the good
ship LeBarge sailed into the sunset without a
hitch. One could not have wished for better
weather, which was proof evident by the big
smiles worn by the more than appreciative
cruise attendees. It was truly a joyful jazz and
fun filled day.
Entertainment for the day was provided by
the DePaola – Tavares Jazz Quintet. John
DePaola performED on trumpet and flugelhorn.
He has been performing in the Tampa Bay area
for more than 20 years.
Lately, DePaola has been co-leading a jazz
quintet with well-known area multi - instrumentalist Valerie Gillespie. The two of them have
recently presented in concert tributes to
Westcoast Jazz featuring the music of jazz icons
Gerry Mulligan, Chet Baker and Stan Getz, and
Eastcoast Jazz featuring the music of Charlie
Parker and Dizzy Gillespie.
Both concerts were enthusiastically
received.
Co-leader of the sextet, Nalisio Tavares, is
an upcoming jazz alto player. Tavares has been
performing in the Tampa Bay area and has two
groups of his own. One of his groups is strictly
Latin jazz, while the other is basically a straightahead bebop band.
Recently, Tavares has also taken to performing vocals on his gigs. In fact, on the day of the
cruise many in the audience remarked how great
he sounded vocally and were of the opinion that
he was a “double threat” with alto horn and
vocals. His vocals were so first-rate, many felt

as though he could actually present himself as a
lead alto sax player or a lead jazz vocalist.
Rounding out the well sounding quintet
were young student musicians from the
University of South Florida.
Keyboardist Masa Ishikawa sounded as if he
had been performing for years and years, yet he
is barely into his twenties.
Alex DeLeon on drums kept the entire
group in a solid tempo groove; a real delight to
hear a drummer who doesn’t overplay his hand.
Last but not least, Richard Jimenez
strumming his upright bass and demonstrating
to all that he has full command over each fret
and string on his instrument. This is a rhythm
section that we’ll be hearing great news about.
Now if you didn’t get the news and were
unable to ride the Seven Seas with us this year,
make sure you mark your 2013 calendar for the
first Sunday in May. All will be chillin’ to jazz
sounds and having a grand time with fellow jazz
enthusiasts on the good ship LeBarge.
Finally, I would like to say that for the last
ten years I have had the honor arranging this
grand event for the Jazz Club of Sarasota. Ever
since becoming an active board member of the
organization in 2003, the Jazz on the Water
Cruise and Jazz in the Park have been special
projects under my responsibility.
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by
“Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I
would like to hear from YOU! You may visit
my website at: http://rickgeesjazzjamm.com or
email me at jazzjamm@aol.com. You may also
mail your letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o
The Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML King St., S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

To view schedule
of events visit:
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com
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BEYOND THE BAY
Apartheid-Era President Sparks
Furor Defending Homelands

SOUTH AFRICA (GIN) – In a
televised interview with CNN
reporter Christiane Amanpour,
former president FW de Klerk
shocked and dismayed South
Africans by defending the
homeland policies that sent millions
of Black South Africans to live in
“Bantustans,” cancelling their citizenship in South Africa as a whole.
De Klerk, a Nobel Prize winner
with Nelson Mandela, first agreed
that apartheid was morally
repugnant, but then added: “ethnic
unities with one culture with one
language [everyone] can be happy
and can fulfill their democratic aspirations in their own state that is not
repugnant.”
“(Blacks) were not put in
homelands,” he continued. “The
homelands were historically there.
If only the developed world would
put so much money into Africa,
which is struggling with poverty, as
we poured into those homelands.
How many universities were built?
How many schools?”
“At that stage the goal was
separate but equal, but separate but
equal failed.” He said he later

FW de Klerk Receiving Nobel Prize with Nelson Mandela

became “a convert” against the
system.
It has been estimated that 3.5
million people were forced from
their homes from the 1960s through
the 1980s, many being resettled in
the Bantustans. The government
made clear that its ultimate aim was
the total removal of the black population from South Africa.
De Klerk’s comments sparked
outrage on Twitter, blogs and
Facebook. The Council for the
Advancement of the South African
Constitution was one of many: “We
condemn in the strongest terms the

reckless attempts by former
president FW de Klerk to justify and
defend the apartheid system.”
“The very notion of ‘separate
development’ was at the centre of
the apartheid ideology, and was
predicated on notions of racist
supremacy as was Nazism.”
The remarks were later
described as “out of context” by the
De Klerk Foundation. The expresident added: “I was the one
who for all practical purposes
abolished apartheid. Why would I
have nostalgia for that which I
abolished?

Obama’s Support For Gay
Marriage Shatters Some
Traditional African Views

(GIN) — President Obama’s
recent remarks giving “his personal
view” on gay marriage caused a
carousel of emotions around the
world, with many Africans,
including clerics from Kenya,
where he has family ties, unable to
reconcile with what they say, “God
Himself objects.”
Currently, every country except
South Africa has some form of legislation criminalizing homosexuality. Many countries – including
South Africa – are considering
introducing new laws further stigmatizing same-sex relationships.
Gay rights activists fear that
Obama’s message of tolerance will
only prompt African leaders to turn
up the volume on their anti-homosexual stance.
“Obama’s comments will
provide another opportunity for
religious fundamentalists to raise

their homophobic rhetoric,” said
Damian Ugwu, regional Africa
program coordinator for the
International Gay and Lesbian
Human Rights Commission. “In
Nigeria, and Africa as a whole, these
remarks are going to get a lot of
bashing.”
Nigeria’s senate has passed a
bill which criminalizes gay rights
advocacy with up to 10 years
imprisonment; although critics say
it is unlikely to become law.
Still, added Ugwu, “for us as
gay rights activists in Africa, it’s a
welcome development to know we
have an ally like Obama. The fact
that the most powerful person in the
world is recognizing the need to
respect people and promote the
rights of sexual minorities can only
help us.”
In Kenya, where homosexual
offenses carry penalties of between

five and 14 years imprisonment,
activists say Obama’s comments
will have resonate more with
ordinary people because of his
Kenyan roots.
“The fact that these comments
come from Obama make it much
harder for people in Kenya to sit
back and say that gay rights are just
a western idea,” said Monica
Mbaru, a gay rights activist in
Kenya.
“If it had been say President
Clinton, people would have said
homosexuality is just a white
disease, but with Obama there is an
ownership for the people here. Just
like we have heard statements from
others like Desmond Tutu, these are
African elders who resonate with
the local people, and their statements are taken very seriously –
they are opinion shapers in this
region.”

U.S. Forces Confounded By
Unfamiliar African Terrain

UGANDA (GIN) – U.S.
forces who linked up with
Ugandan army hunting squads to
fish out the Lord’s Resistance
Army leader Joseph Kony are
finding their 21st century hardware
may be unprepared for the task.
The elite Special Forces were
deployed with great fanfare to
Obo, a remote and denselyforested outpost in the Central
African Republic. Nearly half a
year later, the mystical rebel leader
continues to outsmart his hi-tech
trackers with elementary techniques, writes Tabu Butagira, a
Ugandan journalist covering the
story.
No one knows Kony’s precise
whereabouts, or whether he is alive
or dead.
“Green Berets and Navy Seals
sent to the front encountered unanticipated problems,” observed
Butagira.
“The
surrounding
copious vegetation absorbs electronic signals and sounds, restricting the troops’ ability to deploy hitech gadgets to trail the outlaws,”
said a Navy SEAL ground
commander.

“All the different nuances that
we hadn’t imagined before we
arrived here are now starting to rear
their heads, he told journalists in
Obo. “It’s been a learning curve to
adapt to that.”
The Navy SEALS may have
taken Osama bin Laden out of
action a year ago, but they admit
Kony is no amateur in the wilderness.
Kony and his commanders are
reported to have frozen use of high
frequency radios and satellite telephones, making it harder to
intercept their communication.
Instead, the rebels bank on runners
to deliver messages, and prearranged and often shifting rendezvous to sketch their operations.
The rough terrain and dearth of
passable roads means mobility and
logistical resupply is compromised. When information about
LRAsighting finally filters through
to the Joint Intelligence Operations
Centre in Obo, the rebels have
already marched hundreds of kilometers away.
Crocodiles in Vovodo River
crushed one UPDF soldier tracking

No one knows Kony’s
precise whereabouts,
or whether he is
alive or dead.

Kony, and injured another, said
Col. Joseph Balikuddembe. He
commands
Ugandan
troops
numbering at least 4,000 in
different locations in CAR, South
Sudan and the DR Congo.
Meanwhile, residents of the
Acholi sub-region, the former
epicenter of LRA activities, say
eliminating Kony from the battlefield does not count if the Uganda
government is unable to address
the plight of the war victims, particularly the generation born in IDP
camps that have become adults
without life skills or livelihood.

Mom Who Was Rejected From
MSU Watches Son Graduate

SPRINGFIELD, Mo. (AP)
— A woman who was denied
entrance to a southwest
Missouri college more than 60
years ago recently watched her
55-year-old son graduate from
the same school.
Mary Jean Walls was an
18-year-old graduate of the allblack Lincoln High School in
Springfield 62 years ago. The
Springfield News Leader
reported that Walls was the
first black student to apply to
then-Southwest Missouri State
University, which denied her
admission.
But on Friday, Walls, now
80, watched her son, Terry
Walls, receive his bachelor’s
degree in criminology from
Missouri State University. The
school changed its name in
2005.
She says she’s proud of her
son, because he has turned his
life around. Terry Walls had
spent about 25 years of his life
incarcerated, but is now the
chairman of the ex-offender
program that’s run by the
Springfield chapter of the
National Association for the
Advancement of Colored
People. He also has earned six

credit hours toward his
master’s degree and wants to
earn a doctorate.
“I decided that I was not
going to let anybody define me
or confine me,” he said.
Terry
Walls
also
uncovered in 2009 what his
mother had never discussed —
her rejection from the university.
“It was such a shock that I
just buried it,” she said.
But Terry Walls did some
digging, which took him to the
Special
Collections
and
Archives at MSU’s Meyer
Library, where he found a transcript of one of his mother’s
letters to the school’s administrative registrar:
“My parents are not wellto-do and the opportunity to
pursue supervised study here
would mean much by enabling
me to continue the advantage
of family environment and
avoiding the incurring of additional financial expenses,
which we cannot afford,” her
letter said.
Mary was one of 12
children and her father was a
custodian at Lincoln High. She
had received scholarship offers

Mary Jean Walls

to two all-black universities,
but Mary didn’t want to leave
Springfield and couldn’t afford
to, either. She never went to
college.
When the U.S. Supreme
Court ruled in 1954 that segregating students into “separate
but equal” schools was illegal,
Mary was married and raising
a family.
But, in 2010, thanks to her
son’s research, MSU established the Mary Jean Walls
Multicultural
Scholarship.
Today, of the 22,866 students
enrolled in the Missouri State
System, 585, or 2.5 percent,
are black.
Interim President Clif
Smart acknowledged mother
and son during Friday’s
ceremony.

N.C. Asked To Support
Black Revolutionary War Vets
BY MARTHA WAGGONER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) —
A Virginia man who wants the
U.S. government to build a
monument to blacks who
fought in the Revolutionary
War is asking North Carolina
counties and towns to approve
a resolution in support of the
effort.
Maurice Barboza, founder
of Liberty Fund DC, started by
asking
local
government
officials
in
the
1st
Congressional District to sign
resolutions in support of the
monument because more
blacks tied to the war lived in
that area than any other in
North Carolina.
Last Friday, 27 counties in
11 other congressional districts
received the information, and
he planned to send the information to Gov. Beverly
Perdue, legislators and congressional representatives.
“These patriots are the
truest example of the struggle
for liberty and democratic
principles, yet for generations
they were cast aside, misunderstood and portrayed as
separate from the central
theme of American history,”
said Barboza, who lives in
Alexandria, Va.
“I believe their story will
help to bind citizens of every
background to a principlecentered —rather than a racecentered — concept of who we
are as a people. My generation
never learned the history as
children, to our detriment.”

Noah Lewis portraying Revolutionary War hero Ned Hector

North Carolina was home
to five percent, or 252, of about
5,000 known patriots, said
Barboza, citing research by the
Daughters of the American
Revolution. Of those, 109
came from the counties in the
1st District.
Liberty Fund DC began
this phase of the project in last
May in Connecticut and
Massachusetts, where several
communities
along
with
Connecticut Gov. Dannel P.
Malloy and lawmakers, have
endorsed the effort.
Others who support his
effort are New Orleans; several
areas in Virginia and then-Gov.
Tim Kane; and Marietta, Ohio.
Rhode Island Gov. Lincoln
Chafee signed a citation earlier
this month.
Barboza, a marketing consultant and former staff
member for the House
Judiciary Committee, got
involved in his family’s ties to
the Revolutionary War in the
late 1970s when he traced his

genealogy to a father and son
from Maine who fought.
He joined the Sons of the
American Revolution in April
1980, and suggested that his
aunt join the Daughters of the
American Revolution.
DAR denied membership
to his aunt, Lena Ferguson,
before relenting after a fouryear fight that resulted in a settlement requiring the DAR to
identify black veterans of the
Revolutionary War and publish
a book about them, said
Barboza,
who
describes
himself as black with a multiracial background.
Barboza is working to
bring a monument near the
National Mall. The bill would
authorize the interior secretary
to work with Liberty Fund DC
to identify a site and come up
with a design.
The memorial “would help
Americans understand our
common heritage and common
principles that were hard
fought,” said Barboza.
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DEADLINES

Ex-NBA Great Boozer Dies At Age 75

Bob Boozer was a star in college,
an Olympic gold medalist and an 11year professional who finished his
playing career with an NBA championship.
His friends and family remember
him more for his humility and service to
others.
Boozer died of a brain aneurysm
Saturday afternoon at an Omaha
hospital. Ella Boozer, his wife of 46
years, said Sunday that he had become
ill Friday night while visiting friends.
He was 75.
‘’Bob always said that he got
everything you could have ever gotten
from playing basketball,’’she said.
Boozer was the No. 1 pick in the
1959 NBA draft after he earned AllAmerica honors his junior and senior
seasons at Kansas State. The 6-foot-8
forward retired after winning the 1971
NBAtitle with the Milwaukee Bucks.
One of his great joys was playing
with Jerry West, Oscar Robertson and
Jerry Lucas on the gold medal-winning
1960 Olympic team. He went on to
average 14.8 points and 8.1 rebounds
for six professional teams.
Boozer and his teammates on the
`60 Olympic team were inducted into
the Basketball Hall of Fame in 2010.
The star-studded squad won eight
games by an average of 42.4 points, and
10 of the players reached the NBA.
Boozer was a reserve who played
mostly a defensive role.
‘’We had so many shooters on the
Olympic team that he didn’t get to shoot
it like he did in college,’’Robertson said.

‘’Bob never ever complained.’’
The Olympic experienced forged a
half-century friendship between Boozer
and Robertson. The two spoke the day
before Boozer died about projects
Boozer had planned.
‘’Bob was a nice guy who wasn’t
too talkative, and neither was I,’’
Robertson said. ‘’We came from the
same type of background and just hit it
off. He was just a pleasure to be
around.’’
Boozer rarely spoke about his basketball exploits unless asked. If he used
his celebrity, it was to help him give
back to his hometown, particularly
helping inner-city youth in North
Omaha.
‘’Bob wasn’t just a great individual
for himself, but also for the city of
Omaha and state of Nebraska,’’
Robertson said.
Born and raised in Omaha, Boozer
became one of the greatest players ever
at Kansas State. He averaged 21.9
points for his career, and his 25.2 points
a game as a senior is second in school
history to Michael Beasley’s 26.2 points
in 2007-08. Boozer led the Wildcats to
the NCAAFinal Four as a junior, and as
a senior he helped K-State to a No. 1
ranking in the final regular-season poll.
Boozer delayed entering the NBA
for a year so he could retain his amateur
status for the Olympics. He averaged
6.8 points for the American team that
beat Brazil 90-63 for the gold medal in
Rome.
Ella Boozer said her husband took
delight in good-natured arguments

about whether the 1960 Olympic team
was better than the 1992 ‘’Dream
Team,’’ which included Michael
Jordan, Magic Johnson, Larry Bird and
Charles Barkley. She said Bird joked
with Boozer about how the ‘60
Olympians had to swim across the
Atlantic Ocean to get to Rome and had
to live on a dollar day.
The Chicago Bulls selected Boozer
in the 1966 expansion draft, and he
averaged 20.4 points and 8.7 rebounds
in three seasons with the team. He made
his only All-Star appearance in 1968
while with the Bulls. He played with
Robertson and Lew Alcindor while
winning the ‘71 title with the Bucks.
Bulls teammate Bob Love said he
remembered Boozer for the running
hook shots he took as he crossed the
lane.
‘’You couldn’t block his shot,’’
Love said. ‘’He had those long arms
and wide body. He couldn’t jump real
high, but he had a quick shot. He’d get
his shot off and get back under the hoop
and put the ball back in the hole.’’
Off the court, Love said, Boozer
was a caring individual who was quick
with a smile.
‘’We would call each other and go
on trips together with the retired players
association,’’ Love said. ‘’He was
always so concerned about the other
players and how they were doing.’’
Boozer returned to Omaha after his
playing days and worked as an
executive for the telephone company.
He was appointed to the Nebraska
Parole Board in the 1990s and volun-

Wildwood Team Wins
City Recreation Division
Championship

S T. P E T E R S B U R G - T h e
Wildwood Marlins Sophomore team
(ages 13-14), of the City of St Petersburg
Dizzy Dean league, won the 2012 City
Recreation Tournament, which was
hosted this year by the Seminole
Warhawks little league facility.
The Marlins worked hard this year
and went 14-1 during the regular season,
and 4-0 during the double elimination
tournament which ended with a thrilling

6-5 victory over the Northwest Lawn
pride team.
The majority of these young men
have played together for the past six
years and now enjoy the biggest accomplishment of their little league career.
Wildwood Marlins are the sophomore
team of the Wildwood Dodgers program
(ages 5-15) which is based at the
Wildwood Community Center located at
1000 28th Street S.
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Boozer was the No. 1 pick in the
1959 NBA draft after he earned
All-America honors.

teered at Boys Town, the home for
troubled youth.
Nebraska Gov. Dave Heineman
said Boozer was one of the state’s great
ambassadors. Boozer worked on a
number of educational programs with
Heineman’s wife, Sally Ganem. He
was particularly interested in helping
young African-Americans achieve their
goals, Heineman said.
‘’He never forgot where he came
from,’’the governor said.
Ella Boozer said her husband had
been in good health before he fell ill
while having dinner with friends on
Friday evening. He was taken by
ambulance to a hospital, where the
aneurysm was discovered. Ella Boozer
said she and her son decided to take him
off life support Saturday afternoon.
Funeral
arrangements
were
pending.

First Black Female
NASCAR Driver

Professional racecar driver
Tia Norfleet has visions of
giving to a community that
supports her. As the first,
youngest and only AfricanAmerican female driver on the
NASCAR circuit, Tia Norfleet
has set the stage to opening the
doors of diversity in a highly
controversial and predominately male oriented sport.
With lawsuits that have
been filed as well by other
minorities, which have accused
NASCAR of racial discrimination, many people wonder why
and how can Norfleet compete
in this division of racing. “It is
sheer passion and instinct that
drives this youngster to want to
compete in this sport, she was
born to compete,” says Isaac
Hayes, spokesperson/CEO of
the online fund raising organization, Tiapower.com.
Norfleet comes from a
family with a history in racing.
Her father Bobby Norfleet
made his NASCAR debut at
the Portland International
Raceway road course on March
26, 2000, where he competed
against NASCAR driver Bill
Lester making that race historical. It was the only time in
NASCAR history that two
African-Americans
drivers
have competed at the same
time.
With many accolades of
her own including being
spokesperson for the Safe
America Diving program, and
appearing in commercials such
as the Verizon wireless,
numerous magazine ads and
radio and television interviews.
Tia Norfleet has given Black
women everywhere new hope
in following their dreams.
The million dollar question
that many people ask is, will
the NASCAR community
accept Tia for who she is, and
that is according to Hayes, a
true competitor. “Our goal is to
raise funds needed for

Tia Norfleet is the daughter
of Bobby Norfleet, who
made his NASCAR debut in
2000.

everyone to find out,” says
Edward Williams, founder of
the medium sized marketing
company Team Tia.
Taking a page out of the
country’s
44th
President
Barack Obama’s playbook,
going grassroots to make
history. Williams said “If
President Obama can raise
$700 million, surely we can
raise $5 million to get Tia on
the track. We have a good team
and I think with the public’s
help we can get Tia on the track
and testing in two weeks.
“To ensure the success of
this effort to fundraise,” says
Hayes, CEO of Tiapower.com,
“we have inked a lucrative deal
with Alvin Kline, the social
media guru and wed success
agency team to head this
unique grassroots online crown
funding campaign.”
Hayes continues, “I am
confident that Alvin Kline
along with Team Tia and the
additional benefits and memorabilia we are offering the
donors at Tiapower.com should
allow us the chance to find
out.” As Tia prepares to take the
wheel, the world holds on and
wonders if the community that
she supports will support her.
The answer awaits at the finish
line.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

First Baptist Institutional Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Tuesday Night Live - Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Moore’s Chapel AME Church

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

3037 Fairfield Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-321-3187
Rev. James S. Cleare, Pastor

Pastor Cleare, and
wife Sis. April Cleare

“A New Season: GOD is doing more
at Moore’s Chapel AME Church”

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Church School...........................................Sunday 9:00 AM
“Where the Word of GOD is applied to Life”

Worship Service .......................................Sunday 10:30 AM
“Where the Word of GOD prepares us for Life”

Bible Study .........................................Wednesday, 7:00 PM
“Where the Word of GOD is explained for Life”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

10th Street Church Of God

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
www.ufcfwbc.com

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
B ro . R obe rt Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670
Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PROMOTE YOUR
CHURCH!
Call for
advertising rates today!
727-896-2922

ADVERTISE YOUR CH URCH EVENT
C A L L F O R A Q U OT E :
727- 8 9 6 - 2 9 2 2

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK

11

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
“A Church With A
VISION, With CHRIST As
The Focus.” Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., Pastor.
Friends hip M issiona ry
Baptist Church, known as
“The Ship” on 31st Street
South, will celebrate its 84th
Anniversary, June 3 – 10. All
members, friends and those

interested in church lore are
extended a cordial invitation to
attend.
Our Anniversary Committee
has special events planned
throughout the week of June 3
– 10 to mark this momentous
milestone.
Theme: “Striving Together
As One For The Faith Of the

Gospel.”
Scripture: Philippians 1:27
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St.
Petersburg, Fla. 33712. Our
telephone number is 727-9068300. Don’t forget to visit our
website: www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless You – The Ship!

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Bethel Metropolitan
Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,”
under the leadership of Dr
Rickey L. Houston extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the
living Word of God. Join us at
9 a.m. for Sunday School and
at 10:15 a.m. worship service.
B i b l e S t u d y a n d Te e n
Summit/Children Rising are
held Wednesday evening, at 7.

We are committed to a
C hrist-ce nter ed , P eo p l ecentered, Team-centered and
Bible-based teaching
ministry; wi t h p ri o ri t i es
focused on Love,
Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We cel eb rat e i n
worship, we care for one
another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible
both individually and corporately; and we communicate

God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope
of ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage
the community to use our
Prayer Line 727-321-9645.
“Deeper Into God’s Word
We Shall Delve In 2012” II
Timothy 2:15, 3:16-17
Telephone:727-327-0554
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com.
Website: www.bmmbc.org

Moore’s Chapel A.M.E. Church

May is Anniversary Month
for Moore’s Chapel A.M.E.
Church
Over 88 years ago in the
G o o s e Pond ar ea of St.
Petersburg, a little church was
founded by a group of strong
Christian folks. Today, Rev.
James Cleare, Pastor and the
entire church family of
Moore’s Chapel A.M.E. have
been celebrating the founding
of our church throughout this
month.
A special treat is planned
for all this weekend. An open
house and picnic will take on
Saturday, and the Sunday
worship service will close our
celebration by setting our eyes
for the future. Our special
guest preacher will be Rev.
Paul B. Brown, Sr.
R e v. Br ow n was born
August 2, 1932, in St.
P e t e rs burg to A lfred and
Agatha Brown. He was the
fi rs t bor n tw in, a nd his
brother’s name is Silas.
Brown graduated from
Gibbs High School, and served
in the United States Army
Special Forces, and was a para-

trooper.
He went on to receive a
Bachelor’s of Divinity from
Trinity Christian Bible College
located in Dunedin in 1971. He
then went on to receive a
Maste r of Di v i n i t y fro m
American Bible College in Los
Angeles in 1975.
His ministerial assignments
include Pastor of St. Peters
AME Church in Parish, Pastor
of Mt. Zion AME Church in
Tampa, Pastor of Mt. Camel
AME Church in Tampa, Pastor

of Allen Temple AME Church
in Brooksville, and Pastor of
Turner Chapel AME Church in
Palmetto.
Brown has been married 54
g l o ri o u s y ears t o M el i s s a
Robinson Brown, and has been
blessed with three children,
Paul Jr., Melvin, and Lolita.
They have six grandchildren
and five great grandchildren,
and currently reside in St.
Petersburg.
Hope to see any and
everyone this weekend.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon
their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief
that we are a haven of hope,
help, and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting after
the enlightened word of God.
At St. Mark, we are Christians
willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.

Calendar for May 2012
May 28 - Memorial Day:
Church office closed.
Coming in the Month of
June 2012
June 10 - Celebration of
Pastor Brian Brown’s 17th
Anniversary
J u n e 1 7 - F a t h e r ’s D a y
Celebration (Women of the
Church in Charge)
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited
to come out and study the Bible

with us and learn “What Baptist
Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry
Me e t i n g s a r e h e l d e v e r y
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed to
join us.
N I. K. E. After School
Tu t o r i n g f r o m 4 : 3 0 - 6 p . m .
Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday at 7 p.m.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
13th Annual Celebration of
Ministry for Rev. Louis Murphy
Sr. Join us in the month of May
as we celebrate our Pastors 13th
Anniversary.
May 27 – Dr. Lawrence
Aker, III, Brooklyn.
May 29 – Our Young Adult’s
meet every Tuesday for Bible
Study. Ages 18 – 25.
May 30 – Join us for bible
study. Our noon lunchtime
session is a 30-minute study of
the Daily Word; and at 7 p.m.,
we have an in-depth interactive
discussion on the sermon from
the previous Sunday.
June 10 – All 2012
Graduates (H.S. and College) of
Mt. Zion Progressive…you are

invited to attend a reception
immediately following the
10:00 am service. Please RSVP
by May 27, to Sis. Marie Price.
June 11 – Aug. 16 – FREE
Summer
Voluntary
Pre-K
Program. Is your child going to
be 4 years old before Sept. 1?
They may be eligible. For more
information, contact Mt. Zion
Children’s Center at 727-8941612. Space is limited.
June 16 – Save the Date –
Breakfast with Dad.
June 30 — Vacation Bible
Study will be taking place and
our theme for 2012 is National
Park.
New Members – If you
joined Mt. Zion, and have not
completed
your
Christian
Basics, classes are held every
Monday at 6:30 p.m.
Children
and
Youth

Ministries – If you are looking
for social outlets for your youth
ages 6 – 18, our Boy and Girl
Scouts meet every first, third,
and fifth Monday at 6:30 p.m.
The Mime team meets every
Thursday; and our Drumline
meets every Saturday, 9:30 a.m.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is now
social. Checkout the latest
events, ministry news, and more
by
following
us
on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE. Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
Mt.
Zion
Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

“4Always rejoice in (the) Lord. Once more I will say, Rejoice! 5Let your reasonableness
become known to all men. The Lord is near. 6Do not be anxious over anything, but in
everything by prayer and suplication along with thanksgiving let your petitions be
made known to God, 7and the peace of God that excels all thought will guard your
hearts and your mental powers by means of Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:4-7
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